
 

Please note: Electronic copies of this agenda and its related papers  
are available via the Council’s website www.maldon.gov.uk. 

 

 

03 November 2026 

 

APOLOGIES: Committee Services  CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
Doug Wilkinson  Email: Committee.clerk@maldon.gov.uk  

 
 
Dear Councillor 

 
You are summoned to attend the extraordinary meeting of the; 
 

COUNCIL  

 

on WEDNESDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2026 at 7.30 pm 

 

in the Council Chamber, Maldon District Council Offices, Princes Road, Maldon. 

 
Please Note: All meetings will continue to be live streamed on the Council’s YouTube channel for 
those wishing to observe remotely. Public participants wishing to speak remotely at a meeting can 
continue to do so via Microsoft Teams. 
 
To submit a question in writing or attend in person please complete a Public Access form (to be 
received no later than 12noon two clear working days before the Council meeting). All requests will 
be considered on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
A copy of the agenda is attached. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Chief Executive 
 

Unrestricted Document Pack

http://www.maldon.gov.uk/
https://www.maldon.gov.uk/watchlive
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VH_RilQmuUumwvI0YlcqFJCd4KzoXBdDs1brNZU39TJUOVpCU0xQVlRWQlhHVU8wVThIMU03UjFLSC4u
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For further information please see the Council's website. 

AGENDA 
COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2026 
 
1. Chairperson's notices   
 
2. Apologies for Absence   
 
3. Minutes - 22 October 2026  (To Follow) 
 
 To confirm the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 22 October 2026 (copy to 

follow). 
 

4. Declaration of Interest   
 
 To disclose the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other 

Registrable interests and Non-Registrable Interests relating to items of business on 
the agenda having regard to paragraph 9 and Appendix B of the Code of Conduct for 
Members.  
 
(Members are reminded that they are also required to disclose any such interests as 
soon as they become aware should the need arise throughout the meeting).  
 

5. Public Questions   
 
 To receive questions from members of the public, of which prior notification in writing 

has been received (no later than noon two clear working days before the day of the 
Council meeting). 
 
Should you wish to submit a question please complete the online form at 
www.maldon.gov.uk/publicparticipation.  
 

6. Chairperson's Announcements   
 
7. Meetings of the Council   
 
 To note that since the last Council, up until Tuesday 3 November 2026 (Council 

agenda dispatch) the following Committees have met, and to receive any questions in 
accordance with Council and Committee Procedure Rule 6 (2). 
 

South Eastern Area Planning Committee 14 October 2026 

District Planning Committee (special) 15 October 

District Planning Committee (special) 28 October 

 
 

8. Questions in accordance with Procedure Rule 6(3) of which notice has been 
given   

 
9. Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation  (Verbal Report) 
 
 To receive a verbal update from the Chief Executive. 

 

http://www.maldon.gov.uk/
http://www.maldon.gov.uk/publicparticipation
https://democracy.maldon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=151&MId=4720
https://democracy.maldon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=277&MId=4910
https://democracy.maldon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=277&MId=4911
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For further information please see the Council's website. 

10. Maldon District Local Plan 2040 - Regulation 20 Scoping Document  (Pages 5 - 
36) 

 
 To consider the report of the Director of Place, Planning and Growth, (copy enclosed). 

 
11. Questions to the Leader of the Council in accordance with Procedure Rule 1 

(3)(m)   
 
12. Business by reason of special circumstances considered by the Chairperson to 

be urgent   
 
 

 
 

NOTICES 
 
Recording of Meeting 
Please note that the Council will be recording and publishing on the Council’s website any 
part of this meeting held in open session.   
 
Fire 
We do not have any fire alarm testing scheduled for this meeting. In the event of a fire, a 
siren will sound. Please use either of the two marked fire escape routes. Once out of the 
building please proceed to the designated muster point located on the grass verge by the 
police station entrance. Please gather there and await further instruction. If you feel you may 
need assistance to evacuate the building, please make a member of Maldon District Council 
staff aware. 
 
Health and Safety 
Please be advised of the different levels of flooring within the Council Chamber. 
 
Closed-Circuit Televisions (CCTV) 
Meetings held in the Council Chamber are being monitored and recorded by CCTV.  
 
Lift 
Please be aware, there is not currently lift access to the Council Chamber. 

 
 

http://www.maldon.gov.uk/
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REPORT of  
DIRECTOR OF PLACE, PLANNING AND GROWTH 

to 
COUNCIL (EXTRAORDINARY) 
11 NOVEMBER 2026 
 
MALDON DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN 2040 - REGULATION 20 SCOPING DOCUMENT 

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 
 For the Council to agree and publish the Regulation (Reg) 20 Scoping Document for 1.1

the Maldon District Local Plan 2040. This notification will provide key stakeholders 
(general and specific consulting bodies) and the local community with the opportunity 
to comment before the start of the plan making process. The focus of this document 
is on what should be included in a future Local Plan and how we should engage 
during future consultations. 

 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
That the Council: 
 
(i) agrees the content of the Reg 20 Scoping Document for the Maldon District 

Local Plan 2040 and the associated questions (APPENDIX 1) for public 
engagement between 25 November 2026 until its closing date on 22 
December 2026; 

(ii) delegates authority to the Director of Place, Planning and Growth, in 
consultation with of the Chairperson of the Planning Policy Working Group to 
make minor changes to the content and format the Reg 20 Scoping 
Document (APPENDIX 1) prior to the start of the scoping. 

 

3. SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES 

 
 Background 3.1

 
3.1.1 An earlier version of the Scoping Document was considered by the Planning Policy 

Working Group (PPWG) on Thursday 8 October 2026. An all-Member briefing on the 
Document was also held on 27 October 2026. Amendments have been made 
following engagement with Members.  

 
3.1.2 On 10 September 2026, Council members agreed to commence work on the Maldon 

District Local Plan under the new 30-month plan-making system. The timetable for 
the Local Plan was also agreed and included the dates for the commencement of the 
Reg 20 Scoping, notifying key stakeholders of the Council’s intention to start a new 
Local Plan. 
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3.1.3 Preparatory work on the new Local Plan formally commenced on 25 September 2026 

when the Council published the Notice of Intention to Commence Plan Making and 
the associated Timetable on the Council’s website: 
www.maldon.gov.uk/newlocalplan. The publication of these documents marked the 
start of the required four-month period prior to Gateway 1. 
 

3.1.4 Gateway 1 is the first of three mandatory Gateways that the Council needs to pass 
through as it prepares a new Local Plan. Gateway 1 requires the Council to publish a 
self-assessment summary demonstrating its readiness to start the formal 30-month 
local plan process. It is intended that the Gateway 1 self-assessment summary will 
be published on 13 March 2027. The Council then has 24 months to prepare the plan 
and undertake consultations prior to submitting the plan for examination, with 
adoption taking place in month 30. 

 
3.1.5 Before the Council publishes its Gateway 1 self-assessment, it needs to be making 

progress in the five areas set out in the regulations: 

 prepare and publish a local plan timetable (this has been completed and was 
published on 25 September 2026) 

 establish project management and governance arrangements about the 
preparation of the plan (this has been completed as part of the PID [Project 
Initiation Document] agreed at Council on 10 September) 

 establish the Council’s approach to consulting and engaging on the Local 
Plan (this will be informed by responses to the Scoping Document) 

 anticipated content of the Local Plan (this will be informed by responses to 
the Scoping Document) 

 progressing the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) (this will begin to 
be informed by responses to the Scoping Document) 

 
 Scoping Document Requirements 3.2

 
3.2.1 The next step in the plan-making process is the publication of the Regulation 20 

Scoping Document. This report to the Council is seeking Members consideration of 
the contents and publication of the Scoping Document. 

3.2.2 The Scoping Document must commence after the publication of the Notice of 
Intention to Commence Plan-Making and Timetable and will inform the Gateway 1 
self-assessment. 
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3.2.3 The Scoping Document provides the local community and other key stakeholders 
with the opportunity to have their say at the start of the plan-making process. The 
Council must ask for views on: 

 what to include in the Local Plan, 

 how to approach future Local Plan engagement, and 

 any other matter which the Council wants to consult on. 
 
3.2.4 During this notification the Council must invite representations from: 

 general consultation bodies the Council considers appropriate, and 

 specific consultation bodies the Council considers may have an interest in the 
preparation of the Local Plan. 

 
3.2.5 These consultation bodies are specified within the plan-making regulations 2026. The 

Council does not have to invite anyone else, but anyone can make representations at 
this stage. 

 
3.2.6 The Scoping Document will run between the 25 November and 22 December 2026, 

as detailed within the published timetable, as agreed at Council on 10 September.  
 

 Proposed Scoping Document 3.3
 
3.3.1 The draft Scoping Document is attached at APPENDIX 1. As set out in paragraph 

3.3.3 of this report, the Government’s requirements for a Reg 20 Scoping are high-
level. The proposed Scoping Document has therefore been prepared to provide an 
appropriate level of detail on the key matters to be considered, while remaining 
proportionate to this early stage of plan preparation. The content is considered to 
accord with the Government’s requirements. More detailed consultation on the 
proposed content of the Local Plan will be undertaken at the future stages of plan 
preparation (August 2027: consultation on the proposed plan content and evidence 
and May 2028: consultation on the proposed local plan). 
 

3.3.2 The previous work and consultations undertaken to inform the Local Development 
Plan review have been feeding into the Scoping Document and the emerging work on 
the Local Plan. 
 

3.3.3 The new plan must be consistent with national planning policy. The National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF) 2026 was published on 17 August 2026 and contains plan-
making policies which the plan will need to accord with. The NPPF also contains 
national decision-making policies (sometimes referred to as development 
management policies) that must not be duplicated in the Local Plan. As a result, the 
new Local Plan scope is reduced and will look different to previous plans. 
 

 Engagement on the Scoping Document 3.4
 
3.4.1 Engagement will be planned to give as many people as possible the chance to have 

their say, while making the best use of officer’s time and resources. Digital 
engagement methods will be used where appropriate, alongside non-digital options 
to ensure the Scoping Document is accessible and inclusive, allowing people to take 
part in the way that works best for them. 
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 Amendments to Scoping Document wording 3.5
 

3.5.1 Due to the tight time frames, it is important that minor changes can be made to the 
Scoping Document and formatting to ensure deadlines are met. Minor adjustments to 
wording and formatting may be required when adapting the content for an online 
survey to ensure it is suitable for digital presentation. To reassure Members, a minor 
change is a change which does not alter the underlying policy intent, legal effect, 
substantive rights, responsibilities, powers or decision-making arrangements set out 
in the document.  

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 
 The proposed Scoping Document is consistent with Government requirements and 4.1

will place the Council in a position to publish its Gateway 1 self-assessment summary 
in early 2027, while maintaining alignment with the agreed and published timetable. 

 

5. IMPACT ON PRIORITIES AS SET OUT IN THE CORPORATE PLAN 2025 – 2028 

 
 The Scoping Document is a key milestone in the process of the preparation of the 5.1

Maldon District Local Plan 2040. 
 

 Supporting our communities 5.2
 
5.2.1 The Corporate Plan highlights that the district needs more homes to meet the 

demand of our growing population and government targets, including affordable 
homes and temporary housing. Developing a new Local Plan will contribute towards 
these priorities. 

 
 Investing in our District 5.3

 
5.3.1 The Corporate Plan identifies that the Council is seeking to provide a better place for 

residents, businesses and visitors, ensures the right development is in the right 
places, and delivery of well-designed housing and healthy places. Developing a new 
Local Plan will contribute towards these priorities. 

 
 Growing our economy 5.4

 
5.4.1 The Government links the delivery of new homes to the need to support the 

economy. The housing sector provides jobs within the district and assists in 
supporting the local and national economy. A new Local Plan will support the delivery 
of new homes as well as economic growth opportunities. 

 
 Protecting our environment 5.5

 
5.5.1 A new Local Plan will contain policies to support the protection of our environment 

and mitigate the environmental impact of new developments. 
 

 Delivering good quality services 5.6
 
5.6.1 Progressing a new Local Plan helps to shape future development to create well-

connected, sustainable communities with improved local services and amenities. 
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6. IMPLICATIONS 

 
(i) Impact on Customers – Working on a new Local Plan benefits customers by 

shaping future development to create well-connected, sustainable 
communities with improved local services and amenities. 

(ii) Impact on Equalities – There are no direct impact upon equalities arising 
from the recommendations in this report. An Equalities Impact Assessment 
will be undertaken as part of the new Local Plan. 

(iii) Impact on Risk (including Fraud implications) – There are no direct risks 
arising from the recommendations in this report. The funding for the plan was 
agreed at Council on 10 September 2026.  

(iv) Impact on Resources (financial) – There is no direct impact on resources 
(financial) arising from the recommendations in this report.  

(v) Impact on Resources (human) – There is no direct impact on resources 
(financial) arising from the recommendations in this report. 

(vi) Impact on Devolution / Local Government Reorganisation – There are no 
direct impacts on Devolution or Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) 
arising from the recommendations in this report. The Government is 
encouraging Councils to continue to progress Local Plans despite the 
decision to pause and review LGR. A new Maldon District Local Plan will 
provide a legacy for the district. 

 
 
Appendices: APPENDIX 1 – Scoping Document 
 
Background Papers: None. 
 
Enquiries to: Annie Keen, Principal Policy Planner. 
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Scoping Document 
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1. Introduction 
1.1 Maldon District Council has decided to commence work on a new 

Local Plan. The process for preparing a Local Plan has changed, and 

the new system has a different process to what we were previously 

used to, with defined stages and a series of ‘gateways’ to pass 

through. 

1.2 In preparing a new Local Plan, we must follow the process set out in 

the plan-making regulations and government guidance. Our plan 

timetable sets out the key stages of this process. The key milestones 

are summarised in the timeline below, showing where we are in the 

process.  

 

 
 

1.3 Before we formally start the plan-making process following Gateway 1 

in March 2027, there are a number of preparatory tasks that need to 

be completed. So far, we have published our Notice of Intention to 

Commence plan-making and the associated timetable, meaning we 

are currently at the ‘scoping’ stage. At this stage, and as stated in the 

Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 

2026 under Regulation 20, we are only required to invite 

representations from general and specific consultation bodies that are 

specified in the plan-making regulations. We are not required to invite 

anyone else, however we consider everyone is welcome to share their 

views. 

 

1.4 This document is referred to as the Scoping Document and is being 

publicised in accordance with Regulation 20 of The Town and Country 

Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026. 

 

1.5 Engagement on this document will be open for 28 days (25 November 

–22 December 2026, comments to be submitted before midnight). The 

document will be available to view online at  
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www.maldon.gov.uk/newlocalplan where responses can be submitted.  

A hard copy of the document will be available to view at the Council 

Offices at Princes Road, Maldon. If you would like to speak to a 

member of the team or need any assistance please contact us via the 

following: 

 Phone: 01621 854477 

 Email: localplan@maldon.gov.uk 

Handwritten letters will be accepted, please post them to: 

Council Offices 

Princes Road 

Maldon 

CM9 5DL 

 

1.6 Your views will help us to develop how we will engage with you 

throughout the whole plan-making process, which will last for 

approximately 30 months.  

 

1.7 Following engagement on the Scoping Document, we will move 

towards Gateway 1. This involves publishing a summary of our 

readiness to begin plan preparation, including setting out the 

anticipated elements of the new Local Plan, and how we intend to 

engage and consult on the Local Plan at the formal stages. 

Responses received to this Scoping Document will help to inform our 

Gateway 1 summary. 
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2. Policy context 

2.1 The new plan must be consistent with national planning policy. The 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2026 was published on 

17 August 2026 and contains plan-making policies that we will need 

to follow. It also contains national decision-making policies 

(sometimes referred to as development management policies) that 

we must not duplicate. 

 

2.2 The plan must focus on a locally specific vision and objectives, a 

spatial strategy and site allocations to meet development needs. The 

plan must address the need for new homes, economic development, 

new infrastructure and environmental and heritage protection. 

 

2.3 In preparing the plan, we will have regard to a range of plans and 

strategies prepared by other organisations including Essex County 

Council, Government agencies and infrastructure providers. We will 

also work with our neighbouring districts to consider cross boundary 

matters. 

 

2.4 We will also have regard to neighbourhood plans. However, 

neighbourhood plans will likely need to be updated to align with the 

new local plan and new national planning policy. 

 

2.5 Essex County Council and the two Unitary Councils (Southend-on-

Sea and Thurrock) have commenced preparatory work on a Greater 

Essex Spatial Development Strategy (SDS). We will continue to 

engage in relation to the SDS to ensure the new Local Plan can 

respond to and inform the evolving strategic and political landscape 

across Greater Essex. 
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3. Maldon District 

3.1 Maldon District is predominantly a coastal and rural area located in 

the east of Essex. The District covers 139 square miles and is home 

to around 70,000 people and 3,460 registered businesses. A large 

proportion of the District’s population lives in the main settlements of 

Maldon, Heybridge and Burnham-on-Crouch and the larger villages 

of Great Totham, Mayland, Southminster, Tollesbury, Wickham 

Bishops, with smaller villages and hamlets scattered throughout the 

District. 
 

3.2 Maldon District maintains a strong coastal and rural heritage which 

gives it its unique character and distinctiveness, characterised by a 

rich natural and historic landscape tapestry dominated by the 

Blackwater and Crouch estuaries and 70 miles of coastline. The 

whole coastline is designated as a Special Area of Conservation 

(SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA), Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) or Ramsar site, as well as a range of inland and 

coastal national and locally designated habitats sites. 
 

3.3 Economically, the District is home to a growing mixture of businesses 

across the agricultural, manufacturing and service sectors, including 

specialist marine services. Agriculture, fishing and marine trades such 

as arable crops, grapes, oysters and salt are harvested and 

processed around the District. 

 

Figure 1: Location of Maldon District 
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4. Delivering mixed and balanced communities 

4.1 A key part of the new plan is to deliver the new homes which are 

required. Maldon District’s current ‘local housing need’ is 586 homes 

per year. This figure is calculated using the standard method, which 

is a formula set by the Government based on local housing stock and 

affordability. 586 homes per annum equates to around 7,618 homes 

over the plan period 2027 to 2040. It is important, through place-

making, that we deliver new communities, a place where people can 

thrive, with good access to facilities, schools, shops and other 

infrastructure. Using an average household size of 2.3 people per 

household, the new homes will deliver an additional population of 

around 17,500 people. It will be important to ensure the homes are 

supported by the right infrastructure delivered in a timely way.  

 

4.2 This figure for new homes is the starting point for a ‘local plan 

housing requirement’ which will also factor in constraints to 

development and availability of land. We may also need to consider 

any unmet housing needs from neighbouring areas. There are a 

couple of options for delivering the amount of housing required; these 

are a uniform trajectory or a stepped trajectory. 

 

4.3 A uniform trajectory equally divides the number of homes required 

per year across the plan period. This is a standard approach to 

housing delivery, particularly for areas requiring an even mix of small 

and mediums sites which can be started quickly. This approach 

however can raise challenges in delivering the required homes in the 

earlier years of the plan due to the length of time it takes to prepare a 

planning application or the required infrastructure to support the 

development. 

 

4.4 Another option is to provide this amount of new homes through a 

stepped trajectory. This is where delivery rates are lower in the 

earlier years of the plan and increase in the latter years to meet the 

number of homes required over the plan period.  

 

4.5 The approach to delivering housing over the plan period will be 

informed by a robust evidence base. Nevertheless, we are seeking 
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views on the use of the stepped trajectory method, as this approach 

can reflect the time needed for new strategic sites to come forward, 

allowing the infrastructure needed to support growth to be planned 

and delivered alongside development.  

 

4.6 It is important to note that whilst all new homes completed from 1 

April 2027 will count towards the local plan housing requirement, we 

will need to allocate more land for development. It is also important to 

note that at this early stage of plan making no decisions have been 

made on where new homes should be located. 
 

4.7 It’s not just about how many homes are built. We also need to 

consider whether the homes being provided are the right type, size 

and cost to meet the needs of our communities. For many 

households, finding a home they can afford can be challenging, even 

where new market housing is being provided. We therefore need to 

consider a range of needs, including those of newly formed 

households and people looking to downsize, as well as the need for 

affordable housing for those whose needs are not met by the market. 

We must also consider the needs of particular groups including older 

people, those who may require a bungalow or an accessible home, 

those who would like to build or commission their own home, and the 

needs of Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople. There is no 

‘one size fits all’ solution to meeting the district’s housing needs. We 

are updating our evidence and will use this to shape policies that 

respond to the different needs and circumstances of our 

communities. 

 

4.8 We also need to support economic growth, employment, rural 

diversification and the success of high streets, town and village 

centres. Tourism and the visitor economy is also an important 

industry within our district which should be encouraged, along with 

additional forms of tourist accommodation. 
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Question 1 – The government has given us a housing figure we 

have to deliver which is currently 586 homes per year. Do you 

have any views on how we should address this challenge, or 

where we should focus growth? 

Question 2 – In terms of the housing trajectory, we could plan for 

the same number of new homes each year across the plan period 

(uniform trajectory), or for fewer homes in the early years and 

more in later years, with annual targets increasing in phases 

(stepped trajectory). Which approach do you think would be most 

appropriate, and why? 

 

Question 3 – Which different types and sizes of homes should 
we plan for? For example, terrace homes, flats, smaller homes, 
detached, semi-detached, bungalows, maisonettes, any other 
options. 

 

Question 4 - Are there any specific housing needs within the 
district that you are aware of and if so, how should the plan 

address this? 

Question 5 - How should the plan support economic growth? 

Please think about employment opportunities, rural 

diversification, town and village centres, high streets, tourism 

and tourist accommodation. 
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5. Character, design and place-making 

5.1 We want to meet development needs by creating well-designed, high 

quality, sustainable places supported by the necessary infrastructure. 

Through high-quality design and placemaking, we want to create 

communities whose layout and facilities encourage social interaction, 

support physical and mental health, and make walking, cycling and 

public transport part of everyday life. 

5.2 It is therefore important any new development becomes a successful 

community in its own right and not just a residential estate that is 

dependent on the services within the existing settlement, putting strain 

on existing infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Question 6 - How can the plan deliver well-designed, healthy, 

sustainable places? 

Question 7 – Do you think there are any facilities, design 

principles or standards of accessibility that would help to ensure 

that new developments become successful communities? 
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6. Settlement Hierarchy 
 

6.1 As part of the Maldon District Local Development Plan 2014-2029 

(MDLDP), we published a hierarchy of the settlements within the 

District. The hierarchy is based on the level of facilities within a 

settlement, the higher the number of facilities the higher the 

settlement scores. As part of the review of the spatial vision for the 

new local plan we will be looking at whether these settlements are in 

the correct position within the hierarchy. 

 

6.2 The definitions used to determine where in the hierarchy a settlement 

is positioned are as follows: 

 

Main Settlements - Defined settlements with a range of services and 

opportunities for employment, retail and education. They serve a 

wide catchment area and contain good public transport links. 

 

Large Village - Defined settlements with a limited range of services 

and opportunities for employment, retail and education. They serve a 

limited local catchment and contain a lower level of access to public 

transport. 

 

Small Village - Defined settlements containing few or no services 

and facilities, with limited or no access to public transport, very 

limited or no employment opportunities. 

 

Other Villages - Other rural villages with no defined settlement 

boundary. 

 

6.3 The hierarchy set out within the approved MDLDP is as follows: 
 

Classification Settlement 

Main 
Settlement 

Maldon, Heybridge, Burnham-on-Crouch 

Larger Villages Great Totham, Mayland, Southminster, 
Tollesbury, Wickham Bishops 
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Classification Settlement 

Smaller Villages Althorne, Bradwell-on-Sea, Cold Norton, Cock 
Clarks, Goldhanger, Heybridge Basin, 
Langford, Latchingdon, Little Totham, Mundon, 
North Fambridge, Purleigh, St. Lawrence, 
Steeple, Stow Maries, Tillingham, Tolleshunt 
D’Arcy, Tolleshunt Knights, Tolleshunt Major, 
Woodham Mortimer, Woodham Walter 

Other Villages Asheldham, Beacon Hill, Dengie, Great 
Braxted, Hazeleigh, Little Braxted, Ulting 

 
 

6.4 The settlement hierarchy will be updated to reflect the latest 

evidence, government guidance and engagement findings; however, 

we are still welcoming views on the proposed hierarchy. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  

Question 8 – Do you agree with the hierarchy definitions 

mentioned above? Please explain why. 

 

Question 9 – Do you agree with the settlement positions as 

they currently are? If not, which ones would you change and 

why? 
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7. Infrastructure 

7.1 Maldon district faces a range of infrastructure challenges and 

constraints which will need to be carefully considered when planning 

for future growth. To support the local plan, we will work with 

infrastructure providers such as utility companies, Essex County 

Council and the NHS Integrated Care Board to prepare an 

Infrastructure Delivery Plan. This will evidence the infrastructure 

needed to support planned growth, such as healthcare facilities, 

schools, highway improvements and water/wastewater treatment, 

and will be informed by a range of separate studies. 

 

7.2 With up-to-date policies and evidence we can secure improvements 

to infrastructure with new development. This can be on-site as part of 

larger developments or via payments towards off-site infrastructure 

improvements. We report on developer contributions secured through 

planning obligations annually in our Infrastructure Funding 

Statements. 

 

 
 

Question 10 - What infrastructure issues or challenges do we 

face and how can they be overcome? 
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8. Protecting and enhancing the natural and historic built 
environment 

8.1 We must address development needs, but we also want to protect 

and enhance our built and natural environment. 

 

8.2 Maldon district has a variety of landscapes and designated habitats 

including the internationally important Special Protection Areas (SPA), 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), and Ramsar sites. Our 

district also has a rich heritage with scheduled ancient monuments, 

registered historic parks and gardens, listed buildings and 

conservation areas. The natural and built environment provide the 

distinctive character of Maldon district which makes it such a special 

place. 

 

8.3 The plan will have regard to the Essex Local Nature Recovery 

Strategy so that areas identified for biodiversity improvements and 

nature recovery are protected and enhanced. We will also need to 

include a policy for avoiding and mitigating recreational impacts on 

protected habitat sites, where mitigation is currently sought through 

the Essex Coast Recreational disturbance Avoidance Mitigation 

Strategy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 11 - How should the local plan protect and enhance 

the natural and historic environment? 

Question 12 - Are there any specific natural or historic assets in 

Maldon district that warrant a separate local plan policy, rather 

than being protected by national policies or legal protection? If 

so, why? 
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9. Climate change 

9.1 We declared a climate change emergency in 2021, supplemented by 

further assessments in 2024, meaning we aim to be carbon neutral 

by 2050. The Local Plan 2029-2040 will play a key role in setting the 

direction of our climate response over the next 10 years to enable 

this target to be met. 

 

9.2 Through the new local plan policies, we will ensure we can adapt to 

and mitigate the effects of climate change such as more extreme 

weather events which can bring increased risk of flooding, heatwaves 

and drought. To inform the plan, we will commission a range of 

relevant evidence which will look at water resources/supply and 

wastewater, flood risk and renewable energy opportunities.  

 

9.3 As a predominantly coastal and agricultural area it is important we 

support the coastal and farming communities in the face of climate 

change. Protection of our waterways and retention of high-quality 

agricultural land lends support to these local industries whilst 

preserving the district’s heritage. 

 

 
 

Question 13 – How do you think we should address climate 

change and environmental sustainability in the local plan? 
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10. A new vision for Maldon District 

10.1 Pulling together the themes discussed above, and taking into account 

your comments, we will develop a new vision for Maldon district; a 

vision that acknowledges the need for sustainable development and 

which protects and enhances the characteristics and features we 

value most. 

 

10.2 We will ask for your feedback on the draft vision in the first 

consultation following commencement of plan-making after passing 

through Gateway 1. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Question 14 - What aspects of the Maldon district do you value 

and want to protect? 

Question 15 - If you could make one improvement to the 

district, what would it be? 

Question 16 – Thinking forward over the next 10 years, what 

would you like the district to be like for the people who live, work 

and visit here? 
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11. Any other comments 

11.1 Please take this opportunity to make any other comments that do not 

fit under the questions above. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Question 17 - Are there any other matters that we should 

consider when preparing the new plan? 

Question 18 - Do you have any other views on what the new 

local plan could reasonably contain? 

Page 27



APPENDIX 1 

Appendix 1 – page 18 

12. How should we engage with you? 

12.1 The new Local Plan will be informed through engagement with 

residents, businesses and other stakeholders to ensure they have an 

opportunity to comment on the local plan. 

 

12.2 The plan-making process includes two consultations prior to the plan 

being submitted for examination. Anyone can make representations 

at these stages of public consultation. 

 

 August 2027 – Consultation on ‘Proposed Plan Content 

and Evidence’  

 

 May 2028 – Consultation on ‘Proposed Local Plan’ 

 

12.3 A range of engagement methods will be used to maximise 

participation, including:  

 Email notification of consultation to statutory and general 

consultees on the Local Plan Consultation Database, including 

neighbouring authorities and Town and Parish Councils. 

 Press release issued at start of formal consultations. 

Opportunities for a further press release during the consultation. 

 Use of the Council’s social media channels for publicity. 

 Consultation documents available on Council’s website. 

 Hard copy of consultation documents available at the MDC 

Offices. 

 Access to consultation documents via computer facilities in 

reception at the MDC Offices. 

 Public and Town and Parish Council consultation events, 

including the Parish Forums, as appropriate. 

 Use of an online engagement platform to ensure responding to 

consultations is as clear and efficient as possible. 
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12.4 We can publicise the consultations and try to engage with 

communities, but we would like written comments to be submitted 

online through our local plan engagement platform. This allows a 

large number of representations to be processed much more 

efficiently, speeding up the local plan process. 

 

12.5 We will hold meetings and have correspondence with some key 

stakeholders throughout the plan-preparation process. This can be 

necessary to demonstrate cooperation with other plan-making bodies, 

or to develop the evidence base. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

Question 19 - Are there any other ways you would like us to 

publicise our local plan consultations? 

Question 20 – How do you think information about the new local 

plan should be presented to encourage engagement? For 

example, shorter plain-English summaries, detailed documents, 

infographics, interactive maps, videos, other. 

Question 21 - Are there any groups or communities that you 

are aware of that struggle to participate with local plan 

engagement? If yes, do you have suggestions or 

improvements we can make to help with this? 

Question 22 - How would you like us to engage with you during 

the preparation of the Local Plan? For example, online 

engagement, post, email, in-person events, drop-in sessions, 

other methods. 
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13. Personal Details 
 

13.1 Before submitting your responses, please complete the following 

information. Section 14 of this consultation provides information on 

how your personal data will be handled, why we need it and what it 

will be used for. 

 
About you: 
Name…………………………………………………………………………
………. 
Postal 
address…………………………………………………………………….. 
Email 
address……………………………………………………………………… 
Telephone 
number………………………………..……………………………… 

 
About your role: 
Responding as an individual: Yes/No 
Responding on behalf of an organisation or business: Yes/No 
Your 
organisation…………………………………………………………………. 
Your role or status (where you respond on behalf of a business, 
group or other 
body)………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Your communication preferences: 
Could you please confirm whether you are happy for us to contact 
you via: 
Post 
Email 
Phone 
 
Would you like us to stay in touch? 
Could you please tick whether you wish to receive planning policy 
updates in relation to the Local Plan: 
Yes 
No 
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14. Data protection 
14.1 Maldon District Council collects and processes personal data so 

that it can provide services to residents and communities and carry 
out its statutory functions. The Council is committed to protecting 
personal data when you use its services, take part in a consultation 
or correspond with it.  

 
14.2 Maldon District Council is the data controller for the personal data 

described in this statement. As data controller, the Council 
determines why and how personal data is processed and is 
responsible for ensuring that appropriate safeguards are in place.  

 

14.3 This statement explains what information is collected in connection 
with preparation of the Maldon District Local Plan and other 
planning policy documents, why it is used, who it may be shared 
with, how long it is retained and your rights.  

 
Why we use your personal data  
 

14.4 The Council may process your personal data for the following 
purposes:  
 notifying you about consultations and other key stages in 

preparing the Local Plan and other planning policy documents;  
 receiving, recording, analysing and responding to 

representations made during consultation;  
 contacting you where clarification of a representation is 

required;  
 maintaining a consultation database and a record of 

engagement in the plan-making process;  
 submitting the Local Plan, supporting documents and 

representations for independent examination;  
 notifying you about the examination, including hearings, the 

Inspector's report and the outcome;  
 notifying you about adoption or withdrawal of the Local Plan or 

another planning policy document;  
 evaluating the effects of proposed policies and meeting the 

Council's statutory planning duties; and  
 publishing information where planning legislation requires 

representations and supporting documents to be made publicly 
available.  

14.5 Where a representation is published, this may include your name 
and the content of your representation. Contact details such as 
your postal address, email address, telephone number and 
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signature will not normally be published and will be redacted where 
appropriate.  

 
Personal data we may collect  
 your name;  
 your postal address and email address;  
 your telephone number;  
 your organisation, role or status where you respond on behalf 

of a business, group or other body;  
 identification or reference numbers allocated to your 

representation;  
 location or site information relevant to your representation;  
 your consultation response, comments and supporting material; 

and  
 your communication preferences, including whether you wish to 

receive planning policy updates.  
 
14.6 The Council does not ask you to provide special category personal 

data for ordinary Local Plan consultation purposes. If you choose 
to include sensitive personal information in a response, the Council 
will handle it in accordance with data protection law and will 
consider whether it should be redacted before publication or 
disclosure.  

 
Our lawful basis  
 

14.7 Preparing a Local Plan is a statutory planning function. Where 
processing is required for that function, the Council does not rely 
on consent.  
 Article 6(1)(c) UK GDPR: processing is necessary for 

compliance with a legal obligation to which the Council is 
subject; and  

 Article 6(1)(e) UK GDPR: processing is necessary for the 
performance of a task carried out in the public interest or in the 
exercise of official authority vested in the Council.  

 
14.8 Where you separately ask to receive optional updates that are not 

required as part of the statutory process, the Council may rely on 
consent under Article 6(1)(a) UK GDPR. You may withdraw that 
consent at any time. Withdrawal will not affect processing already 
undertaken or processing that remains necessary under Article 
6(1)(c) or Article 6(1)(e).  
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Who we may share information with  
 

14.9 Personal data may be shared with, or obtained from, the following 
where this is necessary and lawful:  
 the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government;  
 the Planning Inspectorate;  
 an appointed Planning Inspector and Programme Officer;  
 other public authorities and prescribed consultation bodies;  
 relevant Council services and officers;  
 consultants and professional advisers supporting the plan-

making process;  
 suppliers providing consultation, document management, 

software or IT hosting services under contract to the Council;  
 the public, where information must be published as part of the 

statutory plan-making process; and  
 a court, tribunal, law enforcement agency or other body where 

disclosure is required or permitted by law.  
 

Retention and storage  
 

14.10 The Council will retain personal data only for as long as it is 
needed for the Local Plan or planning policy purpose for which it 
was collected, including examination, adoption, monitoring, review, 
legal challenge and record-keeping requirements. Information will 
be managed in accordance with the Council's records retention 
arrangements and applicable legal requirements.  
 

14.11 Personal data will normally be held within the United Kingdom. 
Where a supplier stores or accesses information outside the UK, 
the Council will ensure that an appropriate lawful transfer 
mechanism and safeguards are in place in accordance with UK 
GDPR.  

 
Is providing the information required?  
 

14.12 Certain information, including your name and sufficient contact 
details, may be needed so that the Council can validate and 
process your representation, contact you about it and comply with 
its statutory planning duties. If the required information is not 
provided, the Council may be unable to accept or fully process 
your representation or notify you about later stages of the plan-
making process.  
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Automated decision-making  
 

14.13 The Council does not use the personal data covered by this 
statement to make decisions solely by automated means.  

 
How we protect your information  
 

14.14 The Council uses appropriate technical and organisational 
measures to protect personal data against unauthorised or 
unlawful processing and against accidental loss, destruction or 
damage. Access is limited to those who need the information for an 
authorised purpose.  

 
Your data protection rights  
 

14.15 Depending on the circumstances, you may have rights to request 
access to your personal data, ask for inaccurate information to be 
corrected, request erasure or restriction, object to processing, and 
request data portability. Some rights may be limited where 
processing is necessary to comply with a legal obligation or to 
perform a public task.  
 

14.16 To exercise a data protection right or ask how your information is 
being used, contact the Council's Data Protection Officer using the 
details below.  

 
Contact details  
 

14.17 Data Protection Officer  
Maldon District Council  
Council Offices  
Princes Road  
Maldon  
Essex CM9 5DL  

 
Email: dpo@maldon.gov.uk  
Website: www.maldon.gov.uk    
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Complaints  
 

14.18 If you are dissatisfied with the way the Council has handled your 
personal data, please contact the Data Protection Officer first so 
that the matter can be considered. You also have the right to 
complain to the Information Commissioner's Office, the UK's 
independent regulator for data protection. Further information is 
available at www.ico.org.uk.  

 
Review of this statement  
 

14.19 This privacy statement will be kept under review and updated 
where the Council's processing activities, legal obligations or 
service arrangements change.  
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